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Overview selected issues

What are/shall be the criteria for the 

processing of biometric data ? 

Â Qualification of biometric data

Â The prism of Article 8 ECHR and 

Articles 7 and 8 Union Charter

Â Pseudo biometric identities 

and Best Practices 
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Selected topic 1: Qualification

What shall be the criteria for the processing of 

biometric data ? 

- Legal qualification of biometric data

When do biometric data qualify under the general data protection 

legislation  

- As personal data ? 

- As sensitive data ? 
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Selected topic 1: Qualification

Are biometric data personal data ? 

No legal definition of biometric data

Â Working definition :

óall personal data which (a) relate directly or indirectly to unique 
or distinctive biological or behavioural characteristics of human 
beings and (b) are used or are fit to be used by automated 
means (c) for purposes of identification or the verification of the 
identity or the verification of a claim of natural personsô. 
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Selected topic 1: Qualification

Are biometric data personal data ? 

Use of images (óraw dataô) versus templates

- Data base with facial images without name

- Database with fingerprint images

- Database with only templates

Â See also discussion about the techniques to reverse templates

- Use of protected templates ? (irreversible, unlinkable, é) 

- Discussion about óanonymousô and óuntraceableô biometric data 
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Selected topic 1: Qualification

Are biometric data personal data ? 
EU Legal & Regulatory Framework for Biometrics

ñmeasures of biometric identification or their digital translation in 
a template form in most cases are personal dataò

Art. 29 WP Working document on biometrics, adopted 1

August 2003

Exception : in case templates would be stored in such a way that (1) no 
reasonable means can be used by ( 2) the controller or (3) by any other 

person to identify the data subject


